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preting laws when we bhave to look wup
half a dozen Aets of Parliament which
deal with praoctically the same subject.
The question under review is dealt with in
the State Children Act and I would sug-
gest that the Minister in charge of the
Bill withdraw the clause from the Bill and
bring it forward as an amendment to the
State Children Aect at some other stage.
The clanse briegs a child under the super-
vision and correction of a eourt. Therefore
it should properly be included in the State
Children Aect.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
afraid we ecannot do what i3 suggested
by the hon. member in the direction of
amending the State Children Act, becanse
we have already to-day disposed of the
measure dealing with an amendment to
that statute.

Hon. T. Walker: It can stand over.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I admit
it is one of those matters which, although
it has a bearing on the edueational system,
ghould be dealt with in an amendment of
the State Children Act. Under the circum-
stances I have no objection to the clause
being deleted.

Clause put and negatived,
Title—agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported with an amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—ANGLO-PERSIAN OIL COY,
LTD. (PRIVATE).

Council’s Amendment,

Returned from the Council with an amend-
ment which was now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Foley in the Chair; Hon. W. C. Ang-
win in charge of the Bill.

Clause 4—Third proviso, after the word
‘‘or’’ in line 2, inscrt ‘‘construction of
necessary work and’’:

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The effect of the
amendment is that the specifications and
plans of the works shall be submitted to
the Minister for his approval, in jost the
game way as it is provided shall be done
in connection with the pipes which are to
be laid in the streets. 1 move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)
Resolution veported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

House adjourned at 11.15 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30

p-m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—LAND SETTLEMENT,
MANJIMUP,

Houn. JJ. NICHOLSON, in aecordance with
notice, asked the Minlster for Education: 1,
T¢ which item or items does the sum of
£1,744, furnished as an answer to Question 7
in return relating to land at Manjimup,
refer? 2, If this sum does not include the
cost of surveying and subdividing the land
referred to in above return, will he give the
cost in connection with such surveylng and
subdividing?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: I, To item No. 6. 2, About £2,230,

QUESTION—PUBLIC SERVANTS AND
POLITICS.

Hon. J. W, HICKEY asked the Minister
for Edueation: 1, Js it a fact that the atti-
tude or public utterances of members of the
Public Service on political or public questions
are recorded on their persenal files? 2, If
so, does this apply to all members of the
Public Serviee?

The MINISTER FOR BEDUCATION re-
plied: I, No. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION—MINING, YAMPT SOUND.

Hon, ¢, J. G. W. MILES (without notice)
asked the Minister for Edueation: Will the
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Minister have the report of the State Mining
Engineer on Yampi Sound published ss soon
as possible?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: I will bring the matter vader the
notice of the Minister for Mines.

QUESTION—PARLIAMENTARY AL-
LOWANCES AMENDMENT BILL.

Hon. H. STEWART (without notice)
asked the Minister for Education: Will the
Minister so arrange the business of the day
that the Parliamentary Allowances Amend-
ment Bill may come on early, thus affording
greater opportunity for & full debate of the
measure?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
licd: There are o number of items on the
Notice Paper, all of which I hope will be
subjected to whatever debate the House con-
giders necessary.

SITTING HOUR.

The MINISTER ¥FOR EDUCATION
(Hon, H, P. Colebateh—East) [8.38]: May
I be permitted to intimate to members that,
in view of the desire of the Gtovernment and
no doubt the desire of members generally to
close the session this week, 1 intend to ask
the Fouse at the elose of the present sitting
to adjourn wntil 3 p.m. to-morrow, T make
the announcement now because prohably
some members may not be present when the
Honse adjourns.

Hon. R. J, Lymu:
on Satnrday¥-

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
is not for mo to propose.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: We shall be sitting
next week if the Land Bill comes up.

Do you proposs to sit

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT AMENDMENT.
Report of Committee adopted.
Bill read a third time, and returned to the
Assembly with amendments.

BILL—MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.
Report of Committee adopted.
Bill read a third time, and returned to the
Assembly with an amendment.

BILL—PRICES REGULATION.
Assembly’s Message.

A message having been received from the
Assembly notifying that it had agreed to the
Council’s amendment No. 3, in Clanse 11,
Snbelause  (2), subjeet to 2 modification,
consideration of the Bill was resumed from
the 26th November.

In Committee.
Hon. J, F. Allen in the Chsir; the Minis-
ter for Education in charge of the Bill.

1965

No. 3—Clanse 11, Subclanse (2), after the
word ‘‘Aet,’’ in ling 9 of the subelause, in-
sert the following: ‘“Provided that this part
of the Aet shall not operate where Seetion 16
of this Aet has been complied with.?’

Modifieation—Strike out all the words in
the amendment after the words *‘provided
that this’’ and insert the following in lien
thereof:—f“gnbsection shall not operate
where seetion sixteen of this Aet has been
complied with, and the person on whose be-
half or on whose place of business any food-
stuffs or necessary commodities have been
sold or offered for sale contrary to the pro-
vigions of this Act has, prior to such sale or
offer for sale, given specific instruetions in
writing to the person who has sold or offered
for sale any such foodstuffs or necessary
commodities contrary to .the provisions of
this Act not to sell or offer for sale the same
or any part thereof at a greater price than
the maximum price fixed by this Aet?’:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
move—

That the Asgsembly’s
agreed to.

I think the modification does no more than
earry ount the desires of this Chamber. It
will obviate any possibility of dispute as to
whether the employer had instructed his em-
ployee or not.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I am prepared to
agree to the Assembly’s medification, which
will afford greater security to the bona fide
employer. THowever, I wish to draw atten-
tion ta the ‘Minutes of Proceedings’’ in
connection with this clavse. When I moved
the proviso to this eclause, it was inserted
after the word ‘‘Act.’’ Subsequently a new
subelause was ingerted Deginning with the
worils ‘‘Any purchaser.”” According to the
“Minutes of Proceedings’’ those words
have heen struck out so far as this House is
coneerned.

The Minister for Edueation: Those words
have not been struck out.

Hon, A, LOVERKIN: Very well.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
modifieation agreed to. :

Clause 11 as amended agreed to.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

modification he

BILL—-ROADS CLOSURE.
Seeond Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch—East) [4.43] in moving
the second reading said: This Bill differs
in no way from the Roads Closure Bill which
it is found necessary to submit in almost
every sesgion of Parliament. It deals with
the cloging of roads in certain distriets.
Four roads are affected by this Bill, three
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of them at Narrogin and one at Peppermint
CGrove. Tirstly, there is the closure of por-
tion of a road at Narrogin in accordance
with a request received from the Narrogin
Muonicipal Council, who have fenced in that
portion and planted a park. There is no de-
partmental objection, and the closure is in ac-
.cordanee with the desire of the local commun-
ity, The second closure relntes to the reerea-
tion grounds at Narrogin. On behalf of the
munieipality a Bill js being brought for-
wanr! anthorising the sale of the present
racecourse nt Narrogin. The owners of the
racecourse then propose to utilise the money
in the purchase of a certain bloek of land
adjoining the present recreation ground,
show ground, nnd polo ground. The effect
will be to make one large veserve for the
whole of these purposes—reereation ground,
show ground, pole ground, and racecourse.
In order to do this, it is neeessary to close
one or two roads that run between the re-
serves as they ave at present. The third
closure relates to a small area at Narrogin
which is requireil in conncetion with the es-
tablishment of a buttor factory., Before the
area set apart for the butter factory can be
nsed for that purpose, it is nccessary to
elose o road. As an altermative, another
roml is being opencd in the vicinity. The
Narrogin Muunicipal Council approve also of
this closure. The road at Peppermint Grove
referred to in this Bill is portion of a way
that divides the land belenging to the Pres-
byterian College at Peppermint Grove. It is
merely o way of comvenience for the land
Iielonging to the college, and the eclosure
does not in any way affect the rights of the
public or those of any private owner. T
moveg—

That the Bill be now read a sccond time.

Tn Committee, ote,

Hon. J. P, Allen in the Chair; the Min-
ister for Eduveation in charge of the Bill

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clanse 2—Closare of portions of certain
roads:

Hon, A, SANDERSON: Have the inter-
csta of the leeal anthorities heen consulted
in these matters?

The Minister for Eduveation: Yes, in every
case,

Clause put and passed.

Sehedule, Title—agreed to.

[The Deputy President resumed the Chair.)

.
Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.
Read o third time and passed.

BILL—DISCHARGED SOLDIERS’
SETTLEMENT ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
[447] in

The
{Hon. H, P. Colebatch—East)

[COUNCIL.]

moving the second reading said: This is a
Bill to amend the Aet which was passed in
1918. The seeond claunse has been introduced
to extend the provisions of the Aet te nurses
who scerved outside the Commonwealth and
also to other war workers at the diseretion
of the Minister. This extension has been
made at the request of the Federal Govern-
ment.  As the Aet stands, it does not apply
to war workers geunerally, but at the request
of the Federal Government—and T see no
bharm in it—provision is made.to extend the
privileges of the Bill to war workers gen-
erily at the discretion of the Minister. So
far as present information goes, about 35
munition workers went from this State and
it will be at the diseretion of the Minister
to admit any of them to the privileges of
the A¢t. The term “‘war workers’’ also ap-
plies to Y.M.C.A. workers, Clanse 3 of the
Bill is intenided to amend Section 4 of the
Act by inserting after the word *¢thereof?’
tn paragraph 3 the following words:—

or who as the next of kin or under any
testamentary  disposition. of a deceased
person  within  the meaning of  those
words .in the interpretation of the term
‘‘dependaut’’ has wacquired the holding
of sueh deceased persow.

That is merely intended to remedy an omis-
sion from fthe present Act. As the Aet
stands at present, no concession can be made
to applicants in the case of conditional pur-
chase lands acquired by transfer. The re-
duced purchase price ean only be extended
to men who selected their land direet from
the Crown. The amendment provides that
in the ease of soldiers who aecquire condi-
tional purchase land by purchase, they shall
be entitled to a rebate of one-half .the bal-
anee of the unpaid purchase money due nt
the date of purchase. This concession will
involve some loss to the Lands Department,
bnt T eannot see any renson why soldiers
taking advantage of the Discharged Soldiers
Settlement Act cannot be allowed the same
privilege in regard to conditional purchase
land aequired on their behalf as if they took
it up originally from the Crown, This re-
duetion applies oniy to the unpaid balance.
If, on the land purchased, rents have been
paid for a period of vears, no concession
will be made in regard te those payments
but, for the remainder of the period, the
soldier will have the concession provided
for soldiers generally under the Act. Sub-
elause 2 of the same clause extends the
privilege to the dependant of 2 deceased
soldicr in respect of land owned Uy, the de-
eensed prior to his enlistment. This is a
very proper amendment in the interests of
the dependants of fallen soldiers, Clause
5 is introduced to give the Minister power
to suspend rent for five years on pastoral
leases acquired by transfer. At present
the power of the Minister to suspend rent
applies only to soldiers who seleet Crown
lands. A numbor of pastoral leases pur-

chased on behalf of returned soldiers are
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quite unimproved and it is just as neces-
sary that the soldiers should have this ex-
cmption from rent as in those cases where
pastoral country js taken up direet from
the Crown. Where pastoral lands are
acquired for a soldier and are improved
properties and going concerns, it will not
be necessary to make the concession.
Clause 6 seeks to amend Section 15 of the
Act, and is necessitated by the increase in
the amouont bearing reduced interest from
£500 to £625. The arrangement made at
the outset was that this money should be
advanced at a low rate of interest and that
the Commonwealth and State Governments
ghould share between them the loss repre-
sented between the low rate of interest and
the full cost of the money, the rate being
in¢roased by one-half per cent. each year
until the full rate was reached. The
amonnt subject to this reduced rate of
interest was £500. -It bas since been dis-
¢overed that this is not snfficient and the
Commonwealth have increaged the amount
of their advanece from £500 to £625.

Hon. Bir E. H. Wittenoom: What was
the reason for thatf

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
wag considered that £500 was not sufficient.
All this amendment proposes is to substi-
tute £625 for £500 as the amount which
the soldier shall receive at the reduced rate
of interest. Clause 7 seeks to amend See-
tion 16 of the principal Act. Thie section
preseribes the form of security to be taken
by the Agricultural Bank. Subclause 4 has
been inserted at the request of the associ-
ated banks, who took exception to our
security extending to land owned by a
soldier other than that specifically charged
in the mortgage. That is quite a proper
provision. It is not desirable that the
finaneial assistance of private institutions
should be unduly restricted or that their
security should be attacked. Clause 8 will
give the board power to purchase alienated
properties on behalf of any soldier apply-
ing. Now it is wnccessary to revest such
land in the Crown and then grant it to the
applicant under conditional purchase con-
ditions. A good deal of the board’s busi-
ness congists of single properties, and no
good object is served by purchasing pro-
perty, revesting it in the Crown and then
granting it again to the applicant. It is
as well to make one transaction of it.
Clause 9 amends Subsection 2 of Section
28. Tt is considered desirable to specify
no particular amount of capital for the
board’s requirements. The amendment will
provide for such money as may be required
for the purpose and it will be appropriated
by Parliament as neecessity arises. This
will obviate the necessity of amending the
measure when fresh capital is required. If
this clawse is passed, fresh capital will be
authorised as required under the Appropri-
ation Bill. Clause 10 provides for the
amendment of Section 29 of the principal
Act. When the Act was prepared it was
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thought necessary to grant the soldiers
some congession with regard to the statu-
tory fees payable to the various depart-
ments, By an oversight this was omitted.
The most burdensome charges are involved
by the stamp duties, and thc amendment
will give the Government the right to pre-
seribe by regulation reduced stamp duties.
Stamp duty is payable at the rute of 20s.
for every £100 consideration, so that the
duty payable on the transfer of a £2,000
purchase is £20. If this elause iz agreed to,
it will be competent for the Government
by regulation to frame a lower rate of
stamp duty to be charged soldiers in such
cases. Clause 11 empowers soldiers under
the age of 21 to mortgage freehold land
and chattels, Under the present Act minors
have not this power but Clause 11 will
deem minors to be of full age for this pur-
pose. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

Hon. J, CORNELL (Bouth) [457]: I
nave followed the parent Act closely and
I believe the amendments ountlined will
facilitate the board’s business. T am not
going to be a carping eritic of the adminis-
tration of the board. The board have done
well considering the position with which
they were faced on their appointment, and
the little which had been done for the
settlement of our returned soldiers. I
understand the board are hampered in
their operations because they have not dis-
cretionary power to delegate certain mat-
ters for investigation and report. In
another place, u c¢lause to give them that
power was struck out. T am satisfied that
much dissatisfaction will exist until such
time a3 a system of subsidiary bourds is
ercated throughout the State. T am not in
accord with the proposal to further extend
the definition of ¢‘‘discharged soldier.”’
Prior to the passing of the Act, it wag long
proclaimed, and haa sinee baen promulgated,
that first consideration would be given to
those who went abroad on active service.
The parent Aet as it stands gives that
preference. Tt further sets out that the
Minister may extend the privilege of the
Act to any person who enlisted for active
service beyond the Commonwealth and was
prevented from going to the front by rea-
sons over which he had no control. The Act
goes further and says that the Minister may,
in his discretion, exercise the same privilege
towards a person who served in the Tmperial
forces during the war, Thevefore, the posi-
tion is eclearly defined, and, se far as the
ramifications of this Bill are coneerned, they
clearly indicate that that particular class of
man will receive first consideration. Now
the leader of the Honse tells ws that, at the
request of the Commonwealth Government it
is proposed to include other workers. The
effect will be this. Soldiers who went he-
yond the Commonwealth have applied for,
but have not yet seeured land, and, Dbefore
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their requirements are satisfied, it s pro-
posed to bring in another kind of discharged
soldier, That can only lead to one result,
dissatisfaction. 1 cannot see the necessity
for Clause 2 of the Bill. I have made in-
quiries at the source which is most compet-
ent to give the informativn, and I have
been informed that no female whe went out-
gide the Commenwealth in the capacity of a
nurse stands in the same category ay a mem-
ber of the A.LF. Women were attested and
went outside the Commonwealth as a definite
unit of the A.LF.: as such they have re-

turned, and come under the interpretation

of discharged soldier. There is now a pro-
posal that the term discharged soldier shall
include any person who, as & member of the
army medical corps nurging serviee, was em-
ployed on active service ouiside the Cemmon-
wealth. I have consolted the District Haad-
quarters in Perth, and they inform me that
there is nothing on the records to show that
such a unit was ever attached to the Aus-
tralian army in Awnstralia or ocutside the
Commonwealth. There is an  Australian
nursing corps, and the District Head-qunrters
informed me that they are classed. as I have
already stated, as lieutenants in the in-
fantry.  Whom do these words in .the
clavse propose to cover? Is it intended
that they shall cover nurges who went from
Australin not attached to Awustralian units,
and who linked uwp with nursing corps in
Britain? If so, I am against that, beecanse
the Returned Seldiers’ Association have sue-
ceeded in obtaining from the Prime Minister
a promise that any person rejected in Aus-
tralin and who went beyond the Cemmon-
wealth and joined the army in Great Brit-
ain, and who was in Great Britain during
the war should be vlaced on exaetly the same
footing as the Australian soldier. The Prime
Minister agreed to that, but men who left
Avstralia and went to England to get a com-
mission there are taboo. T want to know
the meaning of the clause. Will it include
persons or nurses who went outside Awstra-
lia thongh not under the jurisdiction of the
Commonwenlth?  There is also a proposal
to cxtend the termn ‘‘discharged soldier’’ to
munition workers employed outside the Com-
monwealth, but is it not better to exhaust
that class of soldier we originally set out to
help in the parent Aet, before we proceed
to help any other? There is nothing in the
Bill to say that & person who left Australia
of his own volition, paid his passage and
went to England as a munitien worker, shall
not obtain the privileges conferred by this
Act. T take it the- intention of the Prime
Minister is that the Federal Authorities shall
#lsg  recosnige munition workers as  war
workers. But there is nothing in the Bill to
g1v that that shall be done. T desire to offer
a few rtemarks with regard to the clause
dealing with the board, and it is my inten-
tion at a later stage to move an amendment
to that clavse. The parent Act says that
the hoard shall consist of {four persons ap-
pointed by the Government, one of whom
shal]l be a returned soldier. On the board
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there is also a returned soldier, in the person
of Captain Throssell, V.C. Little or no in-
formation was received by the Returned
Soldiers’ Association regarding the appoint-
ment of Captain Throssell fo a seat on
the bosrd. The Returned Soldiers’ As-
sociation claim that they shonld have the
right to neminate their representative. If
the amendment I propose to move is agreed
to, it will have no effect unless the clause is
further amended to provide that the present
occupant shall forfeit his office on this Bill
being assented to, and shall be eligible for
re-election. 1 welcome the decision of the
Government to extend the provisions of the
original Act in the direction we failed to do
previously, That is to say, that if a man,
before going on active service was on a free-
hold block, and who, while away at the war,
was unfortunate enongh to lose his life, the
father of that man should step in and take
up the position as if the son had returned,
I congratvlate the Government on making
that provision. This was a request which
was made to the Premier by the Soldiers’
conference. I helieve that the other clauses
in the Bill are based on’ th¥ light of experi-
ence, and are in the direction of liberalising
the original Act, and endcavouring to over-
come difficulties which have arisen. An
amendment of the Act was to be expected.
Legiglation of this kind was an entirely new
departure, and it dealt with problems that
Litherto, had mnever presented themselves.
These had to be graprled with, and it is a
natural eorollary now that the amendments
contained in the Bill should be brought for-
ward for consideration. I desire to commend
Mr, MeLarty and those controlling the Act.
The soldiers have the utmost confidence in
Mr, MeLarty., Although they do not sce
eye to eye with him in all things, they recog-
nise that he is out te givé them a fair deal.
They all agree that he is overworked and is
doing a lot of work that could be done by a
less capable man.

Hon. J. MILLS (Ceatral) [5.16]: Gener-
ally spenking I am not opposed to the Bill.
I think its provisions are necessary. I am
not altogether in agreecment with Mr. Cornell
over Clause 2, Mr. Cornell referred to those
soldiers who have not yet been dealt with in
reapeet of land. That, is the fault, not of
the department, but of the Act, which does
not permit of sufficient land heing taken to
settle the soldiers. At present the operations
of the Act are conflned almost entirely to the
Sonth-West division of the State. Outside
that divieion very little land is available,
except such as is too far away from civilisa-
tion. During last session Section 4 of the
Land Act Amendment Act of 1906 was in-
serted in the Discharged Soldiers' Settlement
Act, It provides that the Governor may re-
gnme land comprised in any pastoral lease
for agricultural or hertieultural scttlement
or for mining or other purposes. When the
RBill was sent back to another place the new
clause was so mutilated that it meant no-
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thing. * In Committee I propose to make an
attempt to have this provision, which was so
mutilated last year, reinstated, and Subsee-
tion 4 of Section 10 of the Discharged Sol-
diers’ Settlement Aet deleted. I have pleasure
in supporting the second reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon, H., P. Colebatch—East—in reply)
{619]: 'The reference to the Army Medical

Corps Nursing Service is intended to make
the meaning quite clear. Military men may
have informed Mr. Cornell that the present
definition covers the persons concerned, but
I do not think there is any harm in having
it clearly set ont,

Hon. J. Cornell: There is no sueh unit.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: If
the term is wrong it can be amended. There
is no doubt as to who is intended by it. As
to the inclusion of munition workers and
other war workers, an attempt was made in
another place to have munition or war work-
ers placed on the same footing as discharged
soldiers. That was resisted by the Premier
and negatived by the House on the ground
that the discharged soldier was entitled to
prefercnee, and that the munition worker
could only he considered afterwards. If
there were n case of two persons, one a dis-
charged soldier and the other a munition
worker, both requiring a certain piece of
land, the discharged soldier would have the
preference. It was thought beiter to Ileave
it in that form rather than make it appear
that the war worker had the same right as
the retorned soldier.

Question pot and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete.

Hon, J, F. Allen in the Chair; the Minis-
ter for Education in charge of the Bill.

Clanses 1 to 11—agreed to.
New ¢lanse, amendment of Seetion 5:
Hon. JJ. CORNELL: I move—

That the following be added to stand as
Clause 4:— ‘4, (1.) The member of the
board required by section five of the prin-
¢ipal Act to be a discharged soldier shall
be appointed by the Governor on the nom-
ination of the Western Australian branch
of the Returned Soldiers, Sailors, and
Nurses’ Imperial TLeague of Australia
(2.) The member of the existing board ap-
pointed as a discharged soldier under Sec-
tion 5 of the principal Aet shall, on the
commencement of this Act, retire from the
board, but shall be eligible for nomination
and re-appointment.’’

Under the Aect it i3 necessary that a dis-
charged soldier should be a member of the
board, ‘‘discharged soldier’’ apparently
meaning a discharged soldier within the de-
finition of paragraph (a) of Bection 3 of the
parent Act. An appointment has heen made,
but the governing body of the Returned Sol-
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diers’ Association in this State had little say
as to who should be the appointee, The ob-
jeet of having a discharged soldier on the
board is to give the discharged scldiers some
representation. As our Act stands now any
Minister niay appoint a discharged soldier as
a member of the board without any refer-
ence to the organisation which is dealing
with discharged soldiers. 1 do not say that
was done in the case of (aptain Throssell,
V.C.,, but I understand that very cursory in-
formation was solicited from the organisa-
tion concermed in regard to his nppointment.
The soldiers should be given some say in the
choice of the discharged soldier who would
fill the position on this board. :

Hon. A, M. Panton: Can you instance a
cagse in which the Roturned Soldiers’ Asso-
ciation have appointed any soldier to n
hoard?

Hon. J. CORNELL: They bave had the
right te do so under a promise from the
Prime Minister, If my proposal is agrecd to
Capt. Throsscll must resign, otherwise he
would be able to carry on indefinitely and
the object T have in view would not be
achioved. He would, however, be eligible
for re-momination and re-appointment. The
Bill as it stands does not confine itself to
any particular discharged soldier or any as-
sociation to which he may belong, TFe neced
not necessarily belong to the Returned Sol-
{iers’ Assoeiation. I commend the mnew
cinuse to the attention of hon. members.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: T am in accord
with Subclanse 1 but must oppose Subeclanze
2. I bhave never heard any ceomplaints be-
cangé of the representation of returned sol-
diers, whether the selection was made from
the Returned Soldiers’ Association or not.
It would be unfair to ask Capt. Throssell to
resign and for the Returned Soldiers’ Asse-
ciation to have to decide whether they would
re-appoint him or not. The proposal means
that Capt. Throssell will have to be dis-
charged and run the gauntlet of the Returned
Soldicrs’ Association.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
original intention in framing the Act was
that the Government could select as a repre.
sentative of the returned soldiers some one
who had a practieal knowledge of farming.
The Goavernment would not be likely to make
an  aopointment without feeling satisfied
that it was acceptable to the organisations
interested. If there is a returned soldier
selected by the Government hecanse of his
kuowledge of land scttlement, T rather think
he would be a better man for the work than
might otherwise be the case. The Aet pro-
vides that memhers of the board shall hold
offiece during the Governor’s pleasure, T do
not think that would be consistent with a
prevision that a member shonld be elected
by an ontside body. 1 do not know that
it would be an enviable position for any
member of the hoard te feel that his ap-
pointment wasg dependent upon the goodwill
of the Returned Soldiers’ Association.
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Hon. A, J. H. SAW: Had not Captain
Throssell already been appointed there
might have been something in Mr, Cornell’s
contention. Unless he has given dissatisfae-
tion to the returned soldiers and these inter-
ested in the matter T cannot see why this
House should seck to upset the appointment.
‘Unless there is anything behind all this 1
am not inelined to sopport the new clause,

Hon, J, CORNELL: I do not intend to
reflect in any way upon Captain Throssell.
Until, however, he resigned, the Rcturned
Soldiers” Association would have no actual
say on behalf of that ovganisation in the
representation of the hoard. T am prepared
to withdraw Subclause 2 of the proposed
ncw clause, and to allow the first to remain,
I am satisfied that Captain Throssell will
act in the right way in this matter. I ask
leave to withdraw the second portion of the
proposed new clause.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member must
withdraw the whole new clanse, or some
other hon, member may move an amend-
ment.

Hon, H. MILLINGTON: I move—

That Bubelanse 2 of the proposed new
clause be struck out,

The MINISTER FOR TEDUCATION:
Whatever position is arrived at I trust there
will be no room for ambiguity, which.would
oceur if the first part of the proposed new
clause were left in and the second part
struck out, The inference would be that the
appointment in question had not been made
in aceordanee with the provisions of the Aect.

Fon. H, MILLINGTON: I want a. clear
vote to be taken on the first portion of the
proposed new claunse, and if the second por-
tion is struck ont we shall have a clear vote
on the main question at issuc.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The provision
contained in the first half of Mr, Corneli’s
proposal is a wise one. Tt simply gives effect
to what was originally intended to bhe done
in eonnection with the representation on this
hoard. Tt ig only mect and proper that
the representative of thé association on the
hoard should possess the full confidence of
the association, and therefore the association
shonld have the power of nominating their
representative.  The same thing obtains in
eonnection with other departments of the
State. I hope the new clanse will bhe ear-
ried. The point raised by the lender of the
House as to the validity of the appointment
of the present holder of the office can be
met by a simple proviso. Personally T do
not see that any difficelty exists.

Amendment on the new clause put and
pasged.

New clause as amended put, and a division

taken with the following resnlt—
Ayes ..
Noes ..

Majority against ..

lal R

[COUNOCIL.]

AYES,
Hon. 7. Cornell Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. J, Cunnlogham Hon. Sir B, H. Wittenoom
Hoon. J. W. Klrwan Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. R. J. Lynn (Telier.)
Hon. J. Mills .
Nous.
Hen, €. F. DBaxter Hon. H. Millington
Hon, H. Carson Hon, A, H. Panton
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hon. E. Rose
Hon, J. Duffell Hea. A, Sanderson
Hou, J. Ewing Hon. A, J. H. Saw
Hon, V, Hamersley Hon. J. J. Holmes
Hon, A. Lovekin {Toller.)
Hon. G. W. Miles

New clanse thus negatived.
Now clanse:
Hon. J. MILLS: 1 move—

That the following be added to stand as
Clause 4: ‘‘Section 10 of the prineipal
Act is amended by deleting Subsection (4)
thereof and inserting the following in leu:
‘The Governor may from time te time
resume, enter upon, and digpose of the
whele or any part of the land comprised
in any pagtoral lease, for agricultural ov
horticultural settlement, or for mining or
iny other purpose, as in the public inter-
est he may think fit.” '*

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: T
wouldl like some explanation of the meaning
of this new elange. It does not appear to
refer to discharged soldiers.

Hon, J. MILLS: Tn my opinion, Subsec-
tion (4) of Seetion 10 is valueless as it
stands, from the aspect of soldier settle-
ment,  Under it the lessec is to be entitled
to eompensation for any loss or damage sus-
tained. The clanse I have moved would mean
that the lessee would reccive compensation for
ituprovements, and for nothing clse. To
grant him compensation when the Govern-
mens tuke for the purpose of soldier scttle-
ment land on which he has werely the right
to graze cattle, is in my opinion absolutely
wroug.

Hon. Sir E. H. WIETTENOOM: The new
clanse seems to me most impertant, and to
have it sprung upon us without notice is em-
barrassing. Even though the close of the
sesgion is impending, we ought to have some
time to think over the clause. No one can
quite gather its import from merely hearing
it read. In fact, the clause s so important
that T (doubt whether it comes within the
murview of the Title.

Hon. .J. Mills: It was in last year’s Bill,

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM: T hope it
will not be in this year’s Bill,

Hon. J. CORNELL: T support Mr, Mills’s
new clanse. At the soldiers’ conference Sec-
tion 10 of the prineipal Act was the bughear
of many of the country delegates, especially
thoge from pastoral districts. Their view
is that this proposed mnew clause—which
appenred in the Bill of last session—is much
fairer to the soldier than is Suhsection (4)
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of Section 10. The soldiers are not so much
concerned whether the lessee gets compensa-
tion or not, but they consider they should not
be called upon to pay that compensation
when persons similarly ecireumstanced under
the Land Act would not be called upon to pay
compensation. The soldiers are of opinion
that the existing Discharged Soldiers Setfle-
ment Aet bears wpon them unduely. They
hold that the general taxpayer should pay
any eompensation coming to the lessee, and
that the soldiers should not pay it. This
wans debated at the soldiers' conference. It
has been disenssed with departmental heads,
- with lawyers, and with members of thia House,
The conference was unanimous that there
should be no differentiation between soldiers
and other persens respecting the resumption
of pastoral leases. The soldiers are pre-
pared to aceept the same obligations as other
people. This part of the Act has caused more
dissatisfaction than any other.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Mr. Cornell has not
put the position quite clearly. He said that
in a general way when leases are resumed
the taxpayers pay the compensation, but in
this case the soldier has to pay. I would
remind him that the soldier ean get posses-
sion of a pastoral lease but the general public
cannot.

Hon, J. Mills: How can he?

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: Under the existing
Act. Provision was made last session that
portions of pastoral leases could be resumed
for returned soldiers, This is certainly an
advantage in favour of the returned soldier.
There might be gomething in the point raised
by Mr. Cornell that, Parliament baving pro-
vided that portion of the land shall be re-
sumed for the soldiers, the general tax-
paycrs, instead of the soldicrs, might be
asked to pay the compensation.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
should lke a ruling whether the proposed
new clauge ig in order. It scems to be a
eluse to amend the Land Act.

Hon. J. Milla: It was in order last year
in c¢onneetion with this measure,

The MINISTER FOR KEDUCATION:
Subsection 4, which was passed last
year, gives the Governor power to resume
land to be disposed of *‘to discharged sol-
diers.”’ The hon. member ghould include those
three words, otherwise we shall be putting
into a Discharged Soldiers Settlement Bill
power for the Government to resume land
and dispose of it to anyone for any purpose.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member’s
emendment is not in order. It must be made
relevant to the subject matter of the Bill
before I can accept it.

Hon. J. MILLS: T ask leave to withdraw
the amendment, ,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can-
not withdraw it; I have ruled it out of
order. § .

Hon. Bir E. H. Wittenoom:
thing beforc the Committee? ]

Hon. J. CORNELL: Shall T be in order
if T move a new clausef

Is there any-
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The CHATRMAN: It is not fair to the
Committee for an hon. member to move a
new clause without some notice of it having
been given. Members are entitled to see the
amendments in print; they should not be
moved in this irregular way. Before being
moved, they must certainly be put in writ-
ing and handed to the Chairman.

Hon. Sir E, H. Wittenoom: Hear, hear!
Hon. J. CORNELL: I move—

That the following be inserted to stand
as Clange 4:—‘‘Subsection 4 of Section
10 of the principal Act is further amended
by the deletion of the following words:—
‘whereupon the pastoral lessees shall be
entitled to compensation for loss or dam-
age sustained thereby.” *!

The CHATRMAN: I have not the new
clause in writing and, until T have, I cannot
take any notiee of it.

Hon, J, MILLS: I mova—

That the following be ingerted to stand
as Clause 4:—*‘Section 10 of the princi-
pal Act is amended by striking out Sub-
section (4) and inserting the following
words:—' The Governor may from time
to time resume, enter upon and dispose of
to discharged soldiers, the whole or any
part of the land comprised in any pastoral
lease, for agricultural or hortienltural
gettlement or for mining or any other pur-
pose as in the publie interest he may think
fit.”
Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: I move—

That the debate be adjourned till the
next sitting.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can-
not move the adjournment of the debate, He
may move to report progress.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom:
move to report progres.

Hon, A. LOVEEIN:

That progress be reported.

Motion put and a division teken with the
following result:—

I cannot

Then I shall move—

Ayes - . o 3
Noes N . .. 19
Majority against .. 16
Arves.
Hon, A. Lovekin Hon. BR. J. Lynn
Hob. Sir E. H. Wittenoom {Teller.,>
NoEs,
Hon. B G Ardagh Houn. J. J. Holmes
Hon. C. F. Daxter Hon, J. W, Kirwan
Ion. H. Carson Hon. G. W. Mliles
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hon, H., Millington
Hon, J. Cornell Hen, J. Mills
Hon., J. Cunningham Hon. J. «Nicholson
Hon. J. Ewlng Hon, E. Rose
Hon. J. A. Greig Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. A. J. H. Baw
Hon. J, W. Hickey (Teller.)

Motion thus negatived,
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* Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.50 p.m,

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: The
amendment is one that cannot possibly com-
mend itself to the faif ideas of hon. mem-
bers, I hawe never heard of such an arbi-
trary, unfair or unjust proposal in my life,
It is suggested that the Government should
enter on g property that they have induced a
man to take up and improve, and take it away
from him without anything in the shape of
compensation.

Hon. J. Mills: You may add that.

Hon, 8ir E, HL WITTENOOM: 1T do not
want to. Can we have anything fairer than
‘the section in the Aect? Everything has
been done to induce people to take up
pastoral areas, and.then, when the atage is
teached that those areas have become a little
remunerative, the hon. member wants the
Government to step in and take them away.
When the hon, member referred in  his
speech a few days ago to cutting up leases
into blocks of 20,000 acres, I know that
he had in mind the grazing lands along the
Murchison railway. Portion of those areas
have been taken vp in recent years. A lot
of that country was mever touched wntil a
few years back because it was not considered
to be any good. I admit that I held some of
it onee and threw it up.

Hon, J. Milla:  And there are 40,000
sheep on it now,

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: Scmeone
with enterprise and more go than I had took
up this land, fenced it in, z2nd, as the hon.
member has stated, there are now 40,000
sheep on it. That man deserves credit, and
we are asked to resume that land without
compengation. No one wants to be fairer
to the veturned soldiers than I do, but if
the Government want those places, let them
dn as they have been doing with other pro-
perties, namely, purchase them, and not con-
"fiscate them, 1 ean hardly think that the hon,
never could have thought out the position
he was placing himself in. The hon. mem-
ber has always been regarded as a fair
minded man, and I am certain that in his
pood feelings towards the soldiers he has
overlooked the good feelings he has for those
men who have aweated their brows to bring
their leaseholds into the position they are
found to be in to-day.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T am insistent upon
the honourable ecarrying ount of any con-
tract, whatever it may be. The contract
between the pastoral lessee and the Govern-
ment is that the lessee shall have the use
of the land for a ecertain period. The Gov-
ernment have power to resume frechold on
payment of compensation. T do not know
that they have power to resume leasehold,
althongh they may have power to confiscate
it. There is in another place at present an
amendment of the Land Act. An atiempt
has been made by certain pastoral lessees to
confiseate some of the rights of the Crown.
I am opposed to that, But, on the other
hand, I am opposed to the Crown confiseat-
ing the rights of the pastoral lessee, unless

"+ {COUNCIL.] *

¢compensation is paid. To put returned sol-
diers on 20,000 acres of pastoral land wonld

. be to gettle themn in a way in which this Com-

mittee does not desire they should be set-
tled. The hon. member who moved the
amendment has had practical experience of
the pastoral industry. His experience led
him to get out of it at the first opportunity,
and he has not since attempted to get back.
I do not think the good sense of thé Com-
mittes is likely to be led away by the hon.
member who, so far, has not put up any
case at all.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: It is not a question
of confiscation. We all want to give a fair
deal to both parties. We should not confine
cur attention to any one class of the com-
munity, Power is given under the Land Aect
to reseme agricultural land for any purpose.
No gomplaint has been made of that provision
of tha Act.

Hon. 8ir E, H. Wittenoom: Compensation
is paid in that case,

Hon. J. W. HICEEY: Yet immediately we
attempt to lay hands on the pastoral areas,
complaint is made. T am not in favour of
confiscation. If, under the Bill of last year,
the Government were to attempt to resnme
pastoral eountry for the soldiers, the result-
ant litigation would not cease until the
Privy Council was reached. Sooner or later
the pastoral country must be resumed. In
the meantime the pastoral lessces are endeav-
ouring to place every obstacle in the way.
I think we can trust the Government te deal
fairly by the lessees if their property is re-
sumed. Under the present Aet there is no
possibility of the Government resuming any
pastoral land whatever for soldiers. I will
support the amendment, for it will tend to
the more rapid population of the North.

Hon. J. NICHOLBON: I give credit for
sincerity to the hon, member who moved the
amendment, but I suggest that his amendment
would lead to chaos, It gives the Govern-
ment abselute power to resume pastoral land
for soldiers. The result is likely to be dis-
astrons to the existing lessess. If we are
going to burden the lessees with the pros-
peet of their land being resumed by the Gov-
ernment without compensation, we shall stop
pacple from embarking in the pastoral indus-
try, which ‘means so very muech to the State.
Bubsection 4 of SBection 10 of the Act gives
power to resume, but provision is made for
the pastoral lessee to get compensation for
the loss or damage sustained by such ra-
sumption. In connéction with thoe resamp-
tion of any other land ‘compensation has
always been recognised as a principle.
Property once crcated should not be taken
away from the party who has acquired it
until fitting compensation has beon pro-
vided, TIf Mr, Mills agrees to the com-
pensation clause being added there is no
need to strike out Subsection ¢ at gil; and
I must vote against his proposal.

Hon, J. CORNELL: Some compensation
should be provided in Mr. Mills’ proposal.
It was not intended by the Returned Sol-
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diery’ - Asgsociation conference that the
leysecs should not get some compensation.
If the proposal is agreed to I do not think
it will be within the power of the board
to resume pastoral Iand for pastoral pur-
poses. Scetien 4 of the Land Act provides
for eompensation for the resumption of
pastoral leases for agrienliural purposes,
and under that Aet the resumption does not
entail loss or damage upon the lessee, such
as would be the cage under the Discharged
Soldiers’ Settlement Act.
instead of Mr, Mills’ amendment the
words in the Act ‘‘or loss or damage sus-
tained thereby’’ should be struck out and
“‘such resumption’’ inserted in lien. [
think this will be for the benefit of re-
turned soldiers,

Hon. J. MILLS: I would be prepared te
aceept Mr. Cornell’s suggestion but that it
i3 not clear to me that there is power in
the Act to resume land for the purpose re-
quired. However, I am willing to accept
his suggestion and ask leave to withdraw
the proposed new clause.

New. clause by leave withdrawn.

New c]u,nse

Hon. J. CORNELL: T move—

That & new clause be added to stund
as Clause 4, as follows:— ‘Section

10, Subsection 4, of the principal Act is’

horeby amended by. striking out the
worda ‘loss or damage sustmined thereby’
and inserting in lien therof ‘such resump-
tion.’ *’
T am advised that the lessee will be suffi-
ciently protectcd by this amendment, and
the compensation for sueh resumption will
be assessed.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You will mquire to
provide machinery for assessment,

Hon. J. Cornell: I de not know that
there is any maechinery provided in the
present section,

Hon. S8ir E, H, WITTENOOM It s
obvinus that the objeet iz to take away
from the lessec the property from which
he is making a living and give him as liktle
as possible in return., When a freehold is
resumed it is paid for, or the matter is
taken to arbitration, and the whole busi-
ness is taken into consideration and com-
pensation paid aecordingly. The same
thing should apply to these lsases. A man
takes a lease for a certain number of years,
and i3 induced by the Government to im-
prove it, and it is as much his living as the
freehold is to another man. If it is taken
away he should have compensation. The
object of hon. members is to allow the
Government to resume not only a lease but
portion of it, and alse to pay only for the
nnprovements effected upon it. The word
‘‘damage’’ ineludes loss dume to severance.
My theory is that if certain land is wanted
for the soldiers, the entire station should
be bought by the Government. They have
induced .men to go on pastoral areas and

I suggest that-
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improve them, on the understanding that
up till 1928 they are ubsolutcly secure in
their holdings. But the supporters of tho
amendment want to step in now and re
sume, before 1928, and this without any
wlowance for da.-nage by severance., 1
think [ will leave the amendment to talke
eare of itsclf, )

Hon. J. MILLS: Sir Edward Wittenoom
has put up a good case for those whom he
repregents, the squatters.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom:
the soldiers as much as youn do,

Hon, J. MILLS: Some of the leases along
the Cue railway have been in the same
bands for 50 years, and the owners of them
have made good and are wealthy men.
There is an anticipated loss on the rail-
ways of over £600,000 for this year, and
one of the reasons for that loss is the
paueity of our population.

The CHAIBMAN: The question before
the Committee is that of compensation,

Hon. J. MILLS: In the new elauae which
T submitted I unintentionally left out a
reference to cvompensation, The explana-
tion is that the louse went into Committee
so suddenly that I overlooked the matter
at the time. Hundreds of soldiers are
anxious to scttle on the Murchison country,
where they could make a good living, I
support Mr, Cornell’s new clause. If a
leaseholder who has made good is com-
pensated for his improvements, that is
sufficient.

Hon, H. MILLINGTON: I favour Mr.
Cornell’s amendment, recognising that it is
impossible to defend vesumption without
compensation. The leasehold tenure is, in
my view, just as sacred as a frechold; but an
attempt is being made te turn the leasechald
into samething even better than the freehold.
The valuations of resumed fresheld proper-
ties, I understand, do not include anything
except improvements. The Agrieultural Bank
inspectors, who act as assessors, make a very
cloge valuation of the improvements, and
allow nothing outside that. Proper allow-
ance can be made for dispossession of a
leaseholder without putting up a case for
extraordinary damages. The returned soldier
should understand that if he is to take up
these pastoral leases, whatever compensation
is paid to the present leaseholders will be
capitalised and he will have to bear the whole
burden of that compensation. I am afraid
the load will be such as effectnally to settle
the soldier-settler. Justice will have to be
donc to the presenf lessees; but, unless thia
provision is to be altogether farcical, justice
will also have to be done to the returned
soldier. 'The strong fight which is being put
up for the present lessee sugpests that he is
paying less than the value of the land, He
always complains that his rent is too high,
but when he is to be dispossessed he claims
damages for being put out of a good thing.
However, Mr. Cornell’s new clause seems to
meet the case.

I réprcsent
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New clause put, and a division taken with
the following result—

Ayes . . 8
Noes 17
Majority against a9
. AvEes,
Hon, H. Carson Hop., J. Mills
Hon, J. Cornell Hon. A. H. Panton
Hon. J. Cunninghem Hon. H. Stewart
Hon, H, Millington Hon. J. W. Hickey
{Peller.)
Noka.
Hon. R. G. Ardagh Hon. €. McKenzfe
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon, G. W. Miles
Hoo. H. P. Colebatch Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. J. Puftel Hon, E. Rose
Hon. J. Ewing Hon. A. Sanderson
Hop. J. A. Grelg Hon. A, J. H. Saw
Hon, V., Hamersloy Hon. 8irE. H. Wittenoom
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon, A. Lovekin
Hon. R. J, Lyon (Teler.)

New clause thus negatived.
Title—agreed to. .

[The President resumed the Chair,]

Bill reported without amendment and the .

report adopted.
Read a third time and passed.

BILL—ANGLO-PERSIAN OIL COM-
PANY, LTD, (PRIVATE).

Assembly 's Message.
Message from the Assembly received and

read notifying that it had' agreed te the
amendment made by the Council.

BILL—ZOO0OLOGICAT: GARDENS ACT
AMENDMENT,

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—TRAFFIC,
Governor’s Amendment.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had amended the Traffic
Bill in aceordance with a recommendation
from the Governor, in which amendment it
desired the concurrence of the Council.

BILL~—~PUBLIC EDUCATION ACTS
AMENDMENT.
Assembly’s Amendment.

Returned from the Aggembly with an
amendment which was now considered.

In Committee,

Hon. J. F. Alien in the Chair; the Minister
for Edueation in charge of the Bill

[COUNCIL.]

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment made
by the Assembly is, ‘‘Strike out Clause 5.°°

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
i3 with a good deal of regret that I accept
the amendment. The Bill as introduced con-
tained three principles, one for the compul-
sory education of blind, deaf and dumb
children; the second making it ecompulsory
for parents to send their children to school
when facilities were provided for their tran-
sit; and the third an amendment in regard
to the employment of school children. The
first two principles have been pansed but
the third has been struck out, the opinion
being that it would be better to include it
in the State Children Act. I do not agree
with the decision but, at this late hour ef
the seasion, to disagree with the amendment
would probably cause the Bill to be hung up.
Out of regard for the great importance of
the other two principles, I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment agreed to,

[The President resumed the Chair.]

Resolution reported, the report adopted, and
a Message accordingly returned to the As-
sembly,

BILL—LOAN, £3,339,000.
Sceond Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
{Hon. H. P. Colebatch—East) [8.39] in
moving the second reading gaid: The Loan

Bill awthorises the issue of a loan of
£3,330,000 and the reappropriation of
£85,000,- The Bill does nof .authorise the

expenditure of that sum, nor indeed of any
sim of woney; the expeudlture can only be
authorised under the Appropriation Bill, It
is well known to members that the agreement
with the Commonwealth Government in re-
garl to the raising of money expires at the
eund of the eurrent year.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom:
the current financial year?
“The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: No,
on the 31st of December of this year. Sub-
sequent to that date, it will be neeessary for
the CGovernment to approack the London
market for any moneys whizh have to be
raised, but this will not apply to the bulk
of the money concerned in this Loan Bili,
hecanse the bulk of the money so pro-
vided for is for the purpose of soldier
settlement; and that money will be provided
by the Federal Government even after the
expiration of the agreement at the end of
this year, For all ather purposes, it will be
necessary for the Government to raise such
moneys as are reguired in London, and ten-
tative arrangements have already been made
in that direction. Tf, just at the moment
when the money is required, the wmarket is
not favourable, the London and Westminster
Bank is quite prepared to make temporary
arrangements until the opportunity is ripe

Do you mean
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for the foating ¢f a loan. In considering
this Bill, a very important feature is the
amount of the loan which will constitute a
permanent charge wupon the Consolidated
Revenue necount for interest and sinking
fund, This is a matter which always has to
be kept in wind in raising loan moueys. If
we are satisfied that loan money will be so
invested as to pay interest and sinking fund,
then [ venture to think there is ne member
of the ITousé who would not bLe in favour
of raising such a loan. So, in each Loan
Bill, it is important to investigatc the in-
tended expenditurc—-although, as I have
already stated, the expenditure is not au-
thorised by the Bill but only the raising of
the money—with a view to seeing to what
extent interest and sinking fund is to be-
cotne a charge upon Congolidated Revenue,
and to what extent it is to be earned by the
undertakiags in which it is to be invested.
Under the present Bill, the amount pro-
vided for soldicr settlement should not be in
any way a echarge upon Consolidated Rev.
enue, with this exception, that the soldiers
ray 3% per cent. interest, increasing by a
half per cent. per anuum until the cost of
raising the money is reached. In the mean-
time, a half of the difference is borne by the
Commonwealth and a half by the State. In
addition to that, the Commonwealth Govern-
ment advance the memey to the State and
allow the State a sum of £125,000 out of
each million advanced to meet losses. It is
recognised that in s large scheme like the
goldier aettlement scheme, there will inevit-
ably be losses; some men will not make
good.  This has been the experience in all
our land settlement and, in faet, in connee-
tion with land settlement in all countries.
We caunot expect that it will not be the
case iu regard to soldier settlement. The
Commonwealth Government recognise this
and, as the State Government accept the re-
apongibility of any failure on that aceount,
the Comnonwealth Government allow the
State £125,000 out of each million of money
that is loaned to us to meet losses of thia
kind. Therefore it may hbe said that the
amount borrowed for the purpose of soldier
settlement should not be a charge upen the
Conrolidated Revenue 2zecount, execepting to
the extent of the difference in interest be-
tween the 314 per cent. inereasing annually
by one-half per cent. that the soldier pays,
and the amount the money actually costs,
one-half of which will be a charge on the
Consolidated Revenne account. This, how-
ever, Will be n comparatively small amount.
It is also fair to assume that interest will be
fully earned on a further £366,950 of the
amounts to be spent this year from loan

funds. This sum ineludes additional
capital for the Agricultural Bank and
the Industries Assistance DBoard amount-

ing to £158,500. It is not econtemplated
that there will be any loss ir regard to
thig, and it i8 a fair assumption that the
mdliey will earn its interest, and that sinking
fund will be paid, Additional capital is
provided for the Boya quarry to the extent
of £800. Thie should be a payable . enter-
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prise. For State hotels and the touriasts’
department there is provided £6,500. This
also should be revenue-producing capital,
und should not become a charge on Consoli-
dated Revenue. For tramways the amount
in £46,900. This also should be a productive
undortaking. The tramway sytem of the
nietropolitan area does, as a matter of fact,
pay interest and sinking fund, notwithstand-
ing its great over-capitalisation; and the ad.
diticnal capital that will be put into it, re-
presenting sound capital, should undoubtedly
pay its interest and sinking fund also. For
the eleetric power station at East Perth
there is a further £35,000 provided. This
also should be productive expenditure. For
harboors there 1s ££19,250. Al these are
reproductive works, so that in addition to
the money for soldier settlement we have
£666,550 which should fully earn its interest
and ginking fund and not become a charge
on the taxpayers,

Hon, Sir E. H. Witteuoom: Where are all
these figures$

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Some of this expenditure iz reappropriation,
and some will be found in the first schedule
of the Bill.

Hon. J, Duffell: There is only £92,000 in
the first schedule.

The MINISTER IPOR EDUCATION :
There is £92,000 set apart for harbours and
rivers, and add to that the departmental ex-
penditure and the figures will be about what
I have quoted. Interest should be earned
on a further E£281000, I wsay '‘should
be,’’ because these are items on which
it may be questionable whether interest will
be earncd at once or not until a later period.
For the Wyndham Freezing Worka there is
provided £155,000, That is, for the Wynd-
ham freezing works and working eapital.

Hon. 8ir E. H. Wittencom: Will interest
be earned on the cost of the freezing worksf?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
am speaking of the interest on the additional
amount to be raised. So far as those works
are concerned, the indications are that when
they are working full capacity they will pay
notwithstanding the tremendous amount that
they cost. 1 am not in a position to say what
the result of last year’s operations was, We
must bear in mind, however, that last year
the numher of cattle treated was much lower
than the total capacity, The indications are,
however, that the works will pay their way.
The assumption is that the £155,000 for
these works should be an interest-earning
proposition.  There iz 2 sum of £2,000 for
brick yards. That also should be reprodue-
tive expenditure. Feor abattoirs there is
£81,000. These may not pay their way en-
tirely, but they should be more or less re-
productive. For town water supply £43,000
is provided. That also should be expenditure
of a reproductive kind. Then there is a fur-
ther item of £174,134 whiel should later on
earn its interest. That item includes for
new railways £48,760. That probably will
not be immediately profitable to the extent of
earning interest, but later on it should, For
improvements to existing railways there is
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provided £75,374, for rails and fastenings
£8,000, and for rolling stock £42,000, making
a total of £125374, or a total on railways of
£174,124 which should ultimately earn its in-
terest, Then we come to the only remaining
jtems, which will not earn interest. That is
to say items which are not directly reprodue-
tive, The total is £156,490, made up as
follows:—Fisheries £7,000;  water sup-
ply £42,800; mining £20,000; immigration
£8,000; roads and bridges £16,000; public
boildings £28,000; resumpticns £5,260, and
administration £28,430, that is, administra-
tion in connection with that particular ex-
penditure.

Hon, 3. J. G. W. Miles : Does that include
£20,000 for the Hedland water scheme?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: For
water supplies there is provided £42,900.
Town water supplies are expected to be re-
productive, but water supplies generally will
not immediately pay, so that of the total
provided for in this year’s loan ex-
penditure it is contemplated that orly
£156,000 will be money on which the
general  revenue will have to provide
interst and sinking fund. The balance
should pay for itself. 8o far as money for
soldier scttlement is concerned the bulk of
the expenditure is made up as follows—ad-
vanees (2,000 at £625), £1,250,000; payment
of trainees on Government farms and private
training farms £2,000; cloaring before selec-
tion £60,000; sinking tank gites at Yanda-
nocka, ete., £5,000; boring on pastoral eoun-
try £15,000; draining and irrigation £35,850;
purchase of cattle £5,000; buiidinga on farms
£10,000; erection of bush saw mill and run-
ning expenses £2,500; cropping land on es-
tates purehased £1,000; free railway fares to
soldiers and bhoard fees £2,000; incidentals
£10,000; purchase of estates £500,000; roads
and railways (Big Brook railway) £8,990;
overhead charges by Public Works Depart-

ment £4,000; Agricultural Bank (working
capital for soldier settlement ascheme)
£300,000, making 2 fotal of £2211,3540

for this year’s expenditure. In econ-
nection with the soldier settlement scheme
the nutmber of applicants for land up to the
present time is 4,041. Of these 228 have
been rejeeted or deferred, leaving 3,813, The
total number of certificates issued is 2,685,
The number absolutely settled, and for whom
loans have been approved is 1,472, The num-
ber pending qualification is 1,128. At the
present time soldiers are being settled on the
land at the rate of between 50 and 60 per
week, and if that rate is maintained, and
settlement is satisfactory, it will be a very
good reeord indeed. It is very questionable
whether the work could be done any quicker
without being alurred. The Premier hopes to
accomplish even a little more than that, but,
to my mind, if we can keep up that record
we ghall have very little to complain about.
The average expenditure per head in counec-
tion with soldier settlement up to the pre-
sent time is £614. The repurchased estates
number 28. The total number of holdings is
234, the total arca 100,069 acres, and the eost
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£268,071. These figures are excluding Yan-
danocka, Avondale, and Brunswick State
Farm Estate. In addition, negotiations are
approaching finality for five estates contain-
ing about 6,600 acres at & cost of about
£30,000. Those are the purposes for which
it is proposed to raise this loan. It may be
suggested that the Government st the pre-
sent time has extensive anthorisations that
are unused, but those authorisations are for
specific purposcs, and it would not be com-
petent to borrow money other than for the
purposes set forward in the Bill. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon, Sir E, H WITTENOOM (North)
[8.55]: QOne speaks with a certain amount of
ignoranec on this subject, not having seen
the Appropriation Bill, hut T would like to
make a few remarks in conneetion with the
Loan Bill, and I can only hope that Minis-
ters will take note of them. What T have to
say will not affect the particular department
represented by the leader of the Honse, but
as we get such brief rcports in the news-
papers, it is not likely that my comments
will reach Minister's ears unless a note is
made of them. 1 am pleased to see amongst
these votes that there is ome for the supply
of additipnal rolling stock for railways. Tn
conncetion ‘with some of the interests I re-
present there is mnearly always a shortage
of trueks for conveying stock to market.
Under those cireumstances I trust that the
fact will be conveyed to the Minister respou-
#ible, that it Is cssential that there should
be an adequate supply of trucks, not only
for the conveyance of stoek to market, Lut
also in the event of a drought. At the pres-
ent time a scvere drought is being exper-
ienced in portion of the Murchison country,
and in such circumstances thousands of stock
could be saved were trucks available to get
them away. There is another matter T wonld
like to mention but which, not ecoming from
an expert, may not be worth muech, Al the
same it should be considered. It is that,
in connection with our railway ecarriages, a
good deal of weight might be saved were 2
different class of earringe constructed. We
find on several of the lines that carriages
aré built with compartments to hold eight
people, four to be seated on each side, and
that there are continual divisions. These
divisions should be done away with, and in
that way considerable weight saved. The
railway carriages should be built on the
linegs of our bigger tram ecars. I remember
travelling from Sydney to Brisbane at one
time, and 1 got into a earriage in. which
there were chairs. There were no divisions
at all in the ecarriage, and there was ae-
commodation for 40 ox 53 people. That kind
of thing would do away with a great deal
of weight, and, in a climate like ours, such
earriages would be much more snitable than
those which we have, and in which we coop
up eight people. Thesa remarks apply also
to some of our tram cars. They are the most
dreadful things I have cver seen. They seem
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to he a continuation of divisions, and con-
sequently add tremendously to the weight,
while at the same time there iz very little
room for anybody. I make these suggestions
in the hope that they will reach the source
they arc intended for. I remember when I
was Agent Generul | asked why carriages
which were being construeted for our rail-
ways werc made so small, and why something
more roomy was not supplied, The answer
was that the carriages were being built to
the orders issued by our own emgincer. We
want something suitable to the climate. What
is good ecnough between Sydney and Brisbane
should be good enough for use in this Siate,
There is no mention in the Bill about the
Geraldton harbour or the Geraldton water
supply. That unfertunate town seems to
have been entirely overlooked. There is no
water supply there. The enterprising set-
tlers there are trying to sccure freezing
works. They have subscribed a certain amount
of money, but ean get no farther without
a water supply. Even if they had a water
aupply they could do nothing without a
greatly improved harbour. Geraldton has a
hinterland which ineludes some of the best
country in the State, in respect both of pas-
toral land and of minerals. The harbour
is but half improved, and the water sopply
is the most unsatisfactory that could be con-
ceived,

The Minister for Edueation: There is n
aum of £30,000 on the last loan schedule for
Geraldton harbour improvements.

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM: And a nice
mess they have made of it! I eannot im-
press too strongly on the Government the
necessity for making provision next year for
the bringing down of cattle from the North-
West in the intcrests not only of the grower
but of the ¢onsumer. Had it not been for
the strike last semson the price of meat in
the metropolitan area would not have risen
as it did. I hope satisfactory arrangements
will be made for next scason. The stock zre
up there and the people down here require
the meat. There ia here a vote of £10,000
for the purpose.

Hon. H. Millington:
boats.

Hon, 8Sir E. H. WITTENQOM: The sum
named would not go far towards the pro-
vision of suitable hoats. All T ask is that
the Government shall make such provision as
may be necessary for the supplying of meat
in the metropolitan area,

We require more

The Bonorary Minister: Boats are quite
unprocurable.

Hon. G, J. G. W, Miles: You allowed the
Adelnide 8.8. Co. to sell two boats to Japan.
You made no attempt to buy them your-
gelves.

Hon. Sir E, H. WITTENOOM: T hope the
Goevernment will do whatever i3 necessary to
bring down the cattle from the North. T will
support the second reading.
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Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Subur-
ban) [9.5]: It would seem that we are ap-
proaching normal times again, seeing that it
is proposed to go on the London market
for a loan. I will support the second read-
ing. At the same time I should be glad if
this Chamber made certain suggestions to
another place in regard to the schedule. The
leader of the House said that £46,900 is to
be set aside for tramway purposes. It is
generally understood that a large amount
of money is required to provide transit fac-
ilities in the suburbs of the metropolitan
area. At least another £15,000 should be
added to the sum named, Deputations have
waited on the Mianister for Railways and
have suc¢eeded in getting the Minister to go
round and see for bimself the necessity for
tramway extensions. I understand on good
authority that the Government have practie-
ally eommitted themselves to a scheme for in-
ereasing tramway facilities. Having regard
to the extent of suburban settlement going
on despite the lack of tramway facilities, one
can imagine what it would amount to if the
necessary tramway facilities were pro-
vided. It is imperative that a larger sum
should be set aside for the purpose. People
in  Belmont, Canninpgton, South Perth,
Maylands and other places are demanding
those tramway facilities to which undoubt-
citly they are entitled. It is my duty to
ask on behalf of those people that the Coun-
cil should request the setting nside of a larger
sum than is indieated in the schedule,

Hon. A, SANDERSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [9.107: I ask myself what at-
titude the Council should take on a Bill of
this nature. It is a very larre sum which
we are asked to authorise. We look at the
figures presented to us, we read the Avditor
General’s report, and we can only wait and
see what is going to happen. A more damn-
ing criticism of the methods of finance has
rarely been seen than is contained in the
Auditor General’s report. In other parts of
the world, of c¢ourse, things are very much
worge, but we have a certain duty te per-
form, and I suppose the only thing to do is
to indiente one’s views on the subject. T
hope the Bill and the two or threc others
gtill to come before us will serve to awaken
the country to the position in which we
find ourselves. We shall be asked to pay
something like six per cent. for this money.
We are loading the State with debt. We
are told by the Premier that thinps are in &
most satisfactory conditon and that the pros-
pects are very bright. I sincerely hope he
is right, Personally, T am more than ever con-
vinced that we canmot possibly go on with
the present system and avoid a complete
financial break. Reference can be made to
ono or two passages in the Awnditor Gen-
eral’s report. On page 42 we read—

The Appropriation Aet has heen ignored,
the bulk of the tramsactions are not in
order and have not been passed. Tt is not
understood why action has not been taken
to place the matter on a proper footing.
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And on page 11—

Loan expenditure, Similarly to the prac-
tice in other years, money was drawn
from the Loan Fund without Parliament-
ary sanction,

The bulk of the money, it is true, is coming
from the Commeonwealth. I very much regret
that when the question of repatriation was
first mentioned this State did not refuse to
load itself up, not only with ecapital but
with interest, in connection with these ad-
vances from the Commonwealth Government.
I do not consider that this House has any
vight to reject the Bill, The question of
finances rests with another place, but I should
like to warn the public that this performance
that is going on is leading us into the arms
of the Federal Government. There will be a
complete breakdown in our financial system.
We are now permitting ourselves with very
little discussion to authorise this gigantic
loam, I believe that the Parliament of this
State has not on more than one ocecasion
approved of a loan of such magnitude as
this. We are simply banking again on this
land settlement policy, The leader of the
House tells ws that he stands for the develop-
ment of this country, and helds that it is the
only way in which we can recover ourselvecs.
His colleagues think the same. I think there
is only one city representative in Cabinet.
We are going to put this large sum of money
into the country, which already has had two
milliens put into it by the Industries Assist-
ance Board., This board has turned the
farmers into State farmers. No one has a
more hopeful view of the ultimate develop-
ment of this.country than I have, if that is
carried out on modern and sound principles;
but to hand over a million of money for agri-
enltural development seema to be courting
digaster. I understand the Labour party are
supporting this beezuse it is part of their
platform  They sackaowledge that they are
going to have the whole life of the country
centred in Government departments. I am
grievously disnppeinted and surprised that
the party which used to exist in this country
is simply going one better than the Labour
party. The most striking illustration I have
seen during the last day or two is with
regard to what is taking place in Victoria.
In that State the Labour people have never
been in power, and yet the country is com-
mitted to State enterprises, and is going to
start off with State sawmills.

Hon. H. Millington: Hear, hear!

Hon. A. SANDERSBON: We are becoming
managing directors of this enormous number
of State enterprizes

Hon. H. Millington Our screws will have
to be raised.

Hon. A. SANDERSGON : That will be essen-
tial, for us as well a= for the innumerable
civil servants we are going to employ. It is
a tremendous change in our policy to turn
ourselveg into one big co-operative and social-
intic union. This poliey will lead us into
financial disaster, and ‘one of the first steps
that will indicate sueh disaster will be arrived
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at when we shall be unable to carry on, and
Anstralia will become one great- co-operatdive
gocialistie union,

Hon, H. Millington: Hear, hear! |

Hon, A. SANDERSON: I am not saur-
prised to hear that remark. This menasure
plays right into the hands of the Labour party.
Instead of baving individual development,
which has brought Austyalia to the front in
the past, we are committed beyond any possi-
bility of getting out of it to this government
and socialistie development. These measures
involve the abolition of this Chamber. The
Labour party have anncunced publicly that
the principal plank in their platform is the
abolition of State Parliaments,

Hon. A. H. Panton: It is the third plank.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: And that another
is unification for Australia. This Bill is
playing right into their hands,

Hon. J. 'W. KIRWAN (South) [9.22]: If
the money that this Bill authorises to be
raised is raised it will add to the indebted-
ness of the State £10 per head for every
man, woman and child in it. I mention
that to indicate the importance of the
measure, and the seriousncss of what we
are doing, although I feel that the Bill is
inevitable and must be passed. The in-
debtedness of Western Australia is at
present very considerable. Mr. Watt has
estimated that the indebtedness of the
Commonwealth as a result of the war
amounts to £60 per head of the population
of Australia. The net indebtedness of
Western Australia after providing for the
sinking fund is £116 per head. This makes
tho indebtedness for every man, woman and
child in Western Australia £176. If the
money authorised to be raized under this
Bill be raised it will mean that the net
indcbtedness of every man, woman and
child in Western Australia will be £186 per
head. It is true that we have wonderful
assets, but this ja a beavy liability. T ean
see only one way out of the position, which
will he created by such a heavy debt, and
that is by encouraging immigration. I was
speaking the other day to a recent arrival
from England, a man who knew a good
deal about the affairs of the British Tsles,
and he told me there was the strongest
possibic desire on the part of a very large
number of people in the British Isles to
come to Western Ausiralia as soon as
shipping was available,

The Minister for Education: There is no
doubt about that,.

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: In conversation
with Senator Pearce the other day I men-
tioned this matter, and asked him when
shipping would be normal. He assured me
that shipping would be normal in February
and said he was perfectly convinced that a
large number of immigrants would then be
coming to Australia, and that it would be
almost impossible to stop them. I presume
the Government are fully aware of the
pasition, and hope they will give every
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possible encouragement to those people to
eome here, and do what thoy can to settle
them permanently in the country. It is
only by a vigorous immigration poliey that
we can hope to get out of our heavy in-
debtedness, and be relieved of the burden
that is now resting upon us. We have no
alternative but te agrec to this Bill. T am
sorry I found it difficult to follow the re-
marks of the leader of the IHouse when he
was introdueing it. I understood him teo
say that this amount for land settlement of
over two million pounds would be provided
by the Commonwealth Government. The
position then would be that the amount
which would be required from London
would he £739,000. When the sum of
£2,600,000 is deducted from the sum of
£3,339,000 there is left a sum of £739,000,
which T presume will be raised in London.
I am afraid the Minister is mueh meore
optimistic than I am regarding the future
of some of the works indieated in the
schedule of the Bill, T only hope that the
bright anticipations of the Government
paying intercst and sinking fund on them,
especially the Wyndham freezing works, will
he realised. It eeems to me that the Minister
is sharing the optimism of the Premier,
which in some respects is a very good
thing, but I hope it will be tempered by &
certain amount of caution. The schedule
generally seems to me to contain works
that are neecssary at present. I cannot
help being struck by the comparatively in-
signifiennt amount put down for the de-
velopment of mining, including boring for
conl and miscellaneons, as eompared with
the tremendons figures we find umder the
heading of ‘“Devclopment of Agricul-
tare.”’  TUnder that heading we have all
gorts of items, including a grant of
£2,600,000 for the settlement of soldicrs on
the land, £50,000 for the Agricultural
Bank, and £100,000 for a variety of items
such as abattoirs, cold storage, freezing,.
chilling, and canning works. The Govern-
ment would, I think, be well advised to
spend more than they have hitherto spent
upon the development of mining. It should
not be forgotten what mining has done for
this State. My personal opinion is that if
only one-tenth of the moncy spent on agri-
culture during recent years had heen spent
on mining, the results would have been
more satisfactory., There are many diree-
tions in which the mining industry might
be fostered. 1 only mention in that connee-
tion the recent discovery at Hampton
Plains. The Federal authorities innmedi-
ately provided everything that was asked
for, When the State Government were
asked for a road, their attitnde was such
that, had not some residents of Boulder put
their hands in their own pockets, at any
rate onc of the roads to the new find wonld
not have been construeted up to the present
time.

Hon, J. J. Holmes :
Federnl election on,
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But there was a

Hon, J. W. KIRWAN: The State Gov.
ernment have not paid that attention to
mining, and have not spent as much money
in the development of mining, as the ¢ir-
cumstanccs justified. Mr, Holmes has in-
terjected a remark which indicates that he
does not understand the position as regards
the people on the goldfields, Whenever we
have to appeal to Melbourne, we always
find prompt satisfaction. The action of the
Federal Government in conneetion with the
Hampton Plains find was not in any way
influcnced by the Federal election. I am
sorry to say that we do not get the same
satisfaction when we appeal to the State
Governments—not this State Government
alore. I am associating these remarks with
the gnestion raised by the Loan Bill of the
development of agriealture as compared
with the development of mining. However,
I shall vote for the second reading, and I
only hope tbat the bright expectations of
the Minister regarding the results of thase
works will be realiged,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN  {Metropolitan)
[9.33): T am sure all of us wish to expedite
tle business of the House, and theraefore I
sball say only one or two words on this Bill.
T take it that the £2,600,000 provided for
soldier settlement iz intended +to include
provision for the men who, as the Premier
saidl some time ago, would be sent out from
England, backed by £500 apiece.

The Minister for Education: No,
fers only to onr own soldiers.

Hon, A, LOVEKIN;: T am glad to know
that. The second point T wish to make is
that the Minister referred in somewhat ap-
preeiative terms to the action of the Federal

That re-

Government in allowing us a sum nof
£125,000
The Minister for Idueation: T did not

‘Cappreciate’’ the fact; T merely mentioned
it.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Verv well. The Min-
ister mentioned that the Federal Govern-
ment are allowing this State £185,000 per one
million pounds to make good any loss in con-
nection with soldier settlement. We must
not forget that, except as to the £125,000
per one million pounds, the State is earrying
the whole burden of the very considerable
risk involved in the seheme. TIn the firat
place, the Commonwealth commandeers the
whole of our gold, which amounts to a sub-
gtantial sum per annum, It commandeers it
at the old market price, which is pretty well
what it costs onr mining companies to pro-
dues it. Then the Commonwealth issue two
one-pound notes for every twenty shillings’
worth of gold they acquire. One of those notes
pays for the gold, while the Commenwealth
lends the other to the State at 414 per cent.
per anmam interest. The deal is an excellent
one for the Commonwealth; and thercfore in
conneetion with the scttlement of soldiers,
the Commonwealth ought to give us very
muoeh better treatment. As my constituents,
so far as I can gather, have had enough
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loans and do not want any more, I make no
complaint that the schedules to this Bill con-
tain nothing for Perth.

Hon. #. Stewart: What about the tram-
wayst

Hon. A.-LOVEKIN: They already exist
and they pay their way. I shall vote for
the sceond reading of the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
{Hou, H. 7P. Colebatch-—East—in reply)
[9.37]: I would peint out to Sir Edward Wit-
tencom that at the present time. there is on
the existing loan authorisations a sum of
£30,000 for the Geraldton harbour works,
and that this is the rcason why that work
is not included in the present Bill. A similar
reinark applies to the vote for the develop-
ment of mining. There is a large sum still
unraised for the development of mining
—about £60,000. If Mr, Kirwan will look
at the Appropriation Bill, which is to be con-
stdered presently, he will’ find that the sum
there set down for this purpose, apart from
£5,000 for State batteries, is £20,000, which
is to be expended this year. That will sug-
gest to the hon. member that the amount
of £700,000 which he arrived at as the
amonnt te be borrowed in Londen is not
neeessarily the exact sum for which the Gov-
ernment would apply in Leonden, because it
may be that thcre are certain amounts on ex-
isting loan authorisations whieh will be re-
quired. A glance at the schedule to the Ap-
propriation Bill giving the contermmplated loan
expenditure for the next 12 months would
also suggest that to the hon. member. I fake
it that the sum to be raised in London will be
about a round million. Mr. Duffell’s sugges-
tion that more loan money should be spent
about the city is one that does not altogether
appeal to me. There is in this Bill a sum
of £50,000 for tramway cxtension, but in the
present condition of Western Australia there
ig far more need for the expenditure of loan
mongy in the country than in the metro-
politan area. The curse of all Australasia
has been the centralisation of people in the
capital citics, While I do not for a moment
say that the facilities of transit in and about
the city which can be properly undertaken
shonld not be undertaken, I do say that the
future prosperity of the country and also of
the city requires that the money we can raise
by loan should for the most part be spent
on developmental works in the country, to
encourage people to settle there. I do not
take the gloomy view of Mr, Sanderson, but
I do net know that any argoments I could
use would alter his opinion. ~ The suggestion
of Mr. Kirwan that this Loan Bill will mean
an increase of £10 per head on the population
requires some qualification, beeause the sue-
cessful expenditure of this momey will un-
donbtedly mean a good many more heads over
whiceh the lean indebtedness of the State will
be spread. Tf expenditure of this kind were
not incurred, if the Government had net gone
whole-heartedly inte the settlement scheme
for returned soldiers, we undoubtedly should
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have had an exodus of people from this State;
and then the indebtedness per head would
have inevitubly increased. I entirely agree
with Mr. Kirwan that the solution of our
difticulties is to be found in immigration.
There is no doubt the hon. member is eorreet
in stating that there are hundreds of people
in the Ol Country turning their eyes to
Australia, and especially to Western Aus-
tralin; and I ean assure the hon, meutber
that when the tima is ripe and shipping facili-
tics are available, this question will not be
lost gight of. The Government feel that their
first duty iz to settle the returned soldiers.
After that, if the Glovernment can come to a
gatisfactory arrangement with the Imperial
Government for the settlement of Imperial
soldiers in Western Australia, they will en-
courage that class of immigration, and alse
any other elass which will help in the build-
ing up of this State. I do not think there is
any other point which it is necessary for me
to reply to.
Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. J, T, Allen in the Chair; the Minister
for Education in charge of the Bill.

‘Clauses 1 to 6—agreed to.
First Schedule:

Houn, J. EWING: In regard to the ques-
tion of rolling stock, I hope that the policy
of the late Commisaioner and the late Chief
Mechanical Engineer will not be continued by
their succesgors, There is urgent necessity
for seeing that all the lacomotives te be con-
stroneted n years to come are constructed with
the idea of assisting our own State. In years
gone by due attention was not given to this
very important question. The design of our
locomotives has been unsuitable for loeal fuel.
The local fuel is an entirely satisfactory fuel,
and the Government have at last realised the
great importance of our coal mining ivdustry.
I hope, therefore, that the new Commissioner
of Railways and the gentleman who may sue-
ceed Mr. Hume will change the poliey which
has been in forece for many years past, and
that they will consider the interests of this
State rather than the interests of the burning
of a fuel imported from another part of
Anstralin.

Hen. Bir E. H. WITTENOOM: I wish to
emphasise the remarks of Mr. Ewing. The
eoal industry is one of the most important we
have and, if the engineers could only find a
class of engine to consume our coal satisfac-
torily and without danger te property along
the line, it would be the best thing that could
happen for this State. Gold mines are good,
but coal mines are better because they em-
rloy more men, and the more men we can
employ the better for the State. I commend
the hon. member’s remarks to the attention
of the leader of the House.

Hon, H, STEWART: During the debate on
the second reading Mr. Lovekin replied to an
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interjection of mine that somc meoney was
being expended in the eity on the Perth tram-
ways. I might also have included the power
house. The hon. gentleman said the tramways
were being worked at a profit. I have looked

up the report of the Commissioner of Rail-.

ways for the year 1919, and I find that the
earnings of the tramways amounted to
£134,059, working expenses £111,098, leaving
a balanee of £22,000. The interest on the
capital invested was £27,000, showing a loss
of £4,046.

The Minister for Education:
large amount for repairs,

Hon, H. STEWART: Perhaps so. The
report does not give a comparison with pre-
vious years as in the past, but each year
under Government management the position
of the trams has been growing worse.

Schedule put and passed.

Second and Third Sehedules, Preamble,
Title—agreed to.

There is a

[The President resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read 'a third time and passed.

BILLLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Land Aet Amendment.
8, Preshyterian Chorch Act Amendment,

Reeeived from the Assembly and rvead a
fist time.

BILL—MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Council.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Message.
Messago from the Assembly reccived and
readl notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Council.

BILL—ATANA-GERALDINE RAILWAY.

Second Reading-

The MINISTER FOR FDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch—East) [9.52] in moving the
second reading said: The owners of the
Surprise lead mine—mining lease No. 150,
Northampton—have been considerably ham-
pered in their operations owing to the ex-
pense of carting their lead ore over the roads.
They have been able to secure material and
plant for laying down a light line, and have
gought power to earry out the work, Thig
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Bill is to permit them to lay the line. Care
has bheen taken to protect the interests of
the State and of the public in the neigh-
bourhood. The Bill gives authority for the
line to be constructed, operated, and main-
tained. The Jength of the line iz about 11
miles, The owners of the Suprise mine have
some 20,600 tons or more of lead ore to send
away during the ecoming year, and to eart
it to the Government railways will cost 18s.
a ton, whereas, by laying down a light rail
way, the cost will be about 35s. a ton.
Although they will have to tranghip into Gov-
ernment trucks, they are satisfied it will pay
them handsomely to lay the line and that they
will make more than the cost of the line out
of the savings. The gauge of the railway
will be two feet six inches. The company
have purchased material for the line and
locomotives and rolling stoek in Vietoria, and
I understand it is now on ity way to Western
Australia, so that there shall be no delay in
getting to work, Provision is made for the
rartage uf goods for other mines and the peo-
ple in the district, and also for the ecarrying
nf passengers. The Government are auth-
orised to make by-laws in order that the rail-
way be safely run and the interests of pas-
sengers presorved. The Public Works Depart-
ment will do the survey at the cost of the
nwoers of the mine, the reason being that if
the trade grows and the place develops and
it is ultimately deeided that the State shall
lay down a standard gauge over the same
track, the same survey and the same land re-
sumptions will do. Jt will not be necessary
to make any further disturbance of the land
owners and a great saving will be effected if
at any future time it is decided to lay a
standard line. The schedule contains a de-
seription of the route and the usual right
of a three miles deviation on cither side is
given. It wil! be ngreed that this is an im-
portant work which the State should be giad
to see undertaken. Of the land required to
lay the line, that which is unalienated from
the Crown may be used and other land may
be resumed wunder the wsual land re-
sumption econditions. Provision iz made
that, should the Government think it in %he
interests of the country to acquire the rail-
way, it may be purchased and the sum wiil
be determined by the Engineer-in-Chiet, but
such price shall not exceed the cost of con-
struetion less a reasonable amount for de-
precintion. It is also provided that, should
matters turn out unsuceessfully from tho
point of view of the ¢company, the lassees may
surrender their lease and, if they do not make
arrangements for the Government to purchase
the railway, they may remove the rails and
material. In those eircmmstances, however,
they will be required to level off the road
and make it suitable for traffic. T move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon, Sir E. H. WITTENOOM (North)
[9.56] :Having not only a theoretical but a
practical knowledge of the locality, I have
pleasure in supporting the second reading.
It geems to show a good deal of enterprise
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on the part of those who are undertaking the
work, and the conditions seem to be satis-
fectory with one exception. I am not quite
satisfied about Subelause 3 of Clause 4, and
I shall probably exercise my right to suggest
in Committee that the matter be made a little
cleaver,

Hon. H. CARSON (Central) [9.57]: I am
glad the Government have introduced the Bill.
but it is regrettable that they eannot under-
take the construction of this line themselves,
and thus show a little more confldence in this
portion of the State.. It speaks well for the
district that we have men who are prepared
to spend £30,000 to cart their ore from the
mine. Still, I am glad that the Government
have consented to the owners of the Surprise
mine building the line.

Hon. J. EWING {South-West) [9.58]:
The Minister stated that the gange of the
line will be 2ft. 6in, This i3 a very narrow
pauge and the traffic will be pretty heavy.
Every consideration should be given fo the
safety of the people who will travel on the
line, Only last week, a very scrious and
dreadful accident happened in my district
on a line having a gauge of 2ft. T hope the
Government will inquire into this matter and
see that the speed is very low and that the
rolling stock used is suitable. I would not
have mentioned this but for the serious acci-
dent which happencd. We do not want a repe-
tition of anything of that kind.

Hon. H, STEWART (South-East) [9.59].
I suppert the Bill, I might inform Mr.
Ewing that even 2ft. gauge railways are
being successfully run in mountainous dis-
tricts and other places, notably on the west
coast of Tasmania. The Zeehan and Dun-
das tramwey is of 2ft. gauge and is fully
cquipped for passengers and goods traffie,
carrying goods and passenger traffic just as
on our 3ft. 6in. gange. But the introduetion of
a new gauge is a aserious matter. T hope this
will not bc the beginning of the establish-
ment of a hreak of gauge.

Hon, J, W. Kirwan: This ig merely a pri-
vate tramway.

Hon, H, STEWART: Still we require to
he careful, We should see that there is no
obligation on the part of the Government to
purchase a 2ft, 6in, railway on a basis
of the cost of 2ft. 6in. gange railway
eonstruetion which, comparatively, will be
more expensive than the 3ft. 6in. gaunge.
It s just as well that when valuing
the line for purchase that aspect should be
borne in mind, It is almost certain that if
the Government did excreise the right of
purchase, it would be desirable that they
should then aolter the gauge to 3ft. Gin. and
run their own rolling stoek over the line.

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban} [10.2]: The idea underlying the Bill
is to provide a railway, not for the purpose
of passenger traffic, hut for the conveyance
of ore and materialg, while at the same time
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utiliging it for the conveyance of passengers.
That being so, I see no objection to the Bill
Had it been the reverse, had the object of
the railway been the carrying of passengers,
I should have instanecd the case of the South
Perth municipal counecil, which wanted the
Government to build a tramline to Como and
guaranteed intcrest and sinking fund. The Gov-
ernment would not give them consideration,
nor would the Government give consideration
to a private company which was prepared to
build the line. However, as I say, this pro-
posed railway is for the earriage of goods
rather than of passengers, and therefore I
see no objection to the Biil.

Hon. J, W. HICKEY (Central) [105]: I
support the Bill, but I regret that the Gov-
crnment could not see their way clear to
building the line on the standard gauge. The
small gauge will be objectionable sooner or
later. I support the Bill becausc I have a
very good knowledge of the district and of
the syndicate. I regret that it should be
necessary to grant the comcession for a pri-
vate railway, because I am convinced that
some day we shall have a State railway np
there, 8till, I agree that thc concession
should be granted to this company, which is
probably the most enterprising in the Stata.

Question put and passed.
Bil read a sceond time,

In Committee.

Hon. J. F. Allen in the Chair; the Min-
ister for Education in charge of the Bill

Clavges 1 te S5—agreed to.
Clause 6.—Carrying goods and passengers:

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: 1 move
an amendment—

That the following be added at the end
of the eclause:—* 7 ‘Gooda’ shall, for the
purposes of this Act, have the same mean-
ing as is given to that word by Section 2
of the Government Railways Act, 1904.%’

The amendment may seem soperfinous, but
under the clause ‘‘goods’’ might mean any-
thing. The amendment will make it per-
fectly clear, and will preclude the possibility
of the eompany refusing to carry certain
classes of gooda.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: In
view of the clear wording of the clause, and
particularly in view of the next suceceding
clause, T fail to see any necessity for the
amendment, I might ask whether the
aniendment is intended to be of a restrictive
or of a liberalising character? Tt is provided
that the Governor can preseribe conditions
covering the charges for goods of any kind.
Yet the hon. member says his amendment ia
to prevent the possibility of certain goodas
being shut out,

Hon. H, STEWART: Seeing that the
clauge renders it mandatory on the company
to earry goods, and taking into account the
object of the amendment, which is to prevent
certain goods being shut out, this position
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might arise: the company might have to
carry gooda at the cost of leaving its own
ore behind, T agree with the Minister that,
taking Clauses G and 7 in canjupection, the
amendment appears to be superfluous.

Hon. J, NICHOLSON: T think the amend-
ment is o wise one,

Hon, Sir E. H. Wittenoom:
plifics things,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It makes it clear
that the goods to be carried are those stated
in the definition. At present there is no
definition for goods.

The Minister for Edueation:
fore no limit.

Mon. J. NICHOLSON: 1Tt could be con-
tended that machinery does not come within
the moaning of the word ‘‘goods.’’

The Minister for Bducation: It is speci-
ally excluded from the definition which Sir
Eadward Wittenoom wants to put in.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I suggest that the
word ‘‘chattels’’ should be added, I am
sure the owners of the railway would pro-
vide such means as would meet any increase
in buginess that might cowe along.

Hon. A, J. H. SAW: I sghould say that
mdonbtedly the word ‘‘goods’’ must inclode
the definition whieh is in the Railways Act.

Hon. H. STEWART: T soggest that the
definition of ‘‘goods’’ should be imserted in
the next eclause.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clause 7—agreed to.

Schedule, Title—agreed to.

It only sim-

And there-

[The President reswmed the Chair.]

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed,

BILL—SAND DRIFT.
Scepnd Reading,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
{Hon. H. P. Colebatch—iast) {10.18] in
moving the seeond reading said: This s a
small and a simple Bill. Tts object is to
repeal the Sand Drift Act of 1839, and prac-
tieally to re-enact it with amendments,
which exporience has shown to be necessary.,
One of the objects of the Bill is to enable
Toeal authorities to require the owner or oe-
cupier of land where a drift of sand is cauvs-
ing a nuisance, destroying the roads, or do-
ing anything of that kind, to plant the
gronnd with marram grass in order to com-
bat the nuisance, or adopt such other means
a8 the local authority may think fit to re-
quire. Tt is some 20 years ago since mar-
ram grass was first planted at Fremantle,
Tts growth has proved a very successful
method of combating sand drifts. There are
several places in the State where it has also
lieen sucecessfully planted, for instance, along
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the occan beach at Cottesloe, When the
lands are privately owned and are cut up
into allotments and sold, there are cases
where, owing to the fact that marram grass
has not been planted, the drifts of sand
lave eaused a great nuisance and much de-
struction of roads. The Bill will compel
the owners or occupiers of blocks of land to
do their part in stopping the sand drift by
planting marram grags wherever it is found
that the planting of that grass is likely to
have the effeet of preventing the drift of
sand. Iower iz given to the local anthority,
in the event of the owner or oceupier ob-
jucting to carry out the work after due no-
tice has been served upon him, to do the
work themselves, and recover the costs from
the owner of the property. For any work
performed by the owner or local authority
which benefits some adjoining owner, that
adjoining owner may be called upon te pay
his proportion of the cost.

Hon. R. .J. Lynn: Ts there anything
ahout recovery from the Crown?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: One
ean never reeever anything from the Crowi.
The Government have planted marram grass
in varions parts of the State for the pre-
vention of saud drift, At the mouth of the
Warren River, where the sand was prevented
from drifting over a number of valuable
swamps, a great deal of good has been done.
At Cottesloe this grass has also been planted
with excellent results, In Karridale, whers
three roads were covered with sand before
the utility of marram grass was discovered,
the grass has since been planted, and the
road that is now made is protectcd by this
grass from the sand drift, This is between
Yallingup and Augusta. The Government
do not intend to call upon people to do that
which they arc not prepared to do them-
selves, The Government have done a great
deal in this direction and are prepared to do
their part vpon Crown lands. I move—

That the Bill be now read a scecond time,

Hon, A. SANDERSON  (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [10.25]: I support the Bill, T
had an opportunity of being taken round by
a member of the Cottesloc municipal couneil
to see what thev have done there to prevent
sand drifts, and what it is proposed to do,
I understand that the council were umnani-
mousgly in favour of this Bill. They gave
an ocular demonstration of the efficacy of
the system of planting marram grass, and
anyone who has any doubt about it can go
to Cottesloc and see for himself what enor-
mous benefit has resulted from the adeption
af thia system,

Hon. R, J. LYNN (West) [10.26]: I hava
pleasure in supporting the second reading of
the Bill, There ig onc spot in the Fremantle
road beard distriet where the Government of
recent years resumed a large bloek of land
near the Fremantle abattoirs. During the
last two or three years, since thnt resump-
tion, the sand drift has become so bad that
the main road to Rockingham has been
covered, and it is almost impossible for tha
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loeal authority to deal with the diffeuity.
Several Ministers have been down there in-
8peeting  the site, and the Conservator of
Forests also visited the locality. If a small
local Aauothority like the ¥Fremantle road
beard has to deal with a sand drift of this
maguitede it will cost them practically the
whole of their revenue. TUp to the present

the Covernment have done nothing to stop’

the drift. The loeal authority is ealled upon
to employ carts daily to take away the sand,
which is encroaching upon the road. Alrcady
one or two small cottages have been covered,
bot I understand *that these cottages are
situated upon land which has been resumed
by the Government., Some assurance should
be given by the Government that they will
deal with thig particular sand drift. It is
the most serious sand drift in the State. T
hope the Minister will give an assurance that
this will be dealt with.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[10.277: When this House was discnssing
the Road Distriets Bill I took the oppor-
tunity of moving an amendment to the defi-
nition of ‘‘owner or oceupier’’ so as to ex-
clude the ligbility of a person, other than
an owner, who might be a trustes, attorney,
or agent. This i3 a very serious matter,
and we are only beginning to recognise it
now, [ called attention to the fact that a
trustee, attorney, or agent was personally
liable a3 an owner, and might have no re-
dress, In the definition in this Bill ‘‘owner
or occupier,’” as applied to land in any dis-
trict, has the aame meaning as it has in the
T.iocal Government Act. That Act includes
the Municipal Corporations Act of 1906 and
the Roads Act of 1911, and any Acts amend-
ing the same respectively. If hon. members
prefer that this should stand and think it is
right that » person who is a trustee, attor-
ney, or agent should be personally respon-
gible in these matters, then it is a matter
for them to decide. Personally I think it is
wrong for Parliament to seek to impose this
obligation on persons who are not able to
protect themselves, I take this opportunity
of raising my voice against it once again.

MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
H. P. Colebatch—East—in reply)
[10.29]: I sympathise with the remarks of
Mr. Lynn. He suggests that it would take
the whols of the revenue of local authorities
to deal with this sand drift. I would point
out to him that this is not a Bill to empower
or require local authorities to do anything.
Tf the local authority has any money it can
do these things mow. This Bill empowers
the local authority to compel the private
owner to do something. When the matter
was under discussion in another place the
Minister for Works gave his assurance that
the Governnient would do their part. 1 have
no doubt that the particular sand drift that
the hon. member has in contemplation was
in the Minister’s mind at that time,

Question put and passed.
Bill read & pecond time.

The
(Hon.

[COUNCIL.]

- In Committee, ete,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed,
’

BILL—WYALCATCHEM-MOUNT MAR-
SHALL RAILWAY EXTENSION,

Sceond Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hou, H. P. Colebatch—East) [10.33] in
moving the second reading said: This Bill
provides for the extension of the Wyal-
eatechem Railway from its present terminus,
Bencubbin, for a distance of 25 miles, It
will eventually be continued to join up with
the main goldfields line, but the point at
which it is to join that line has not yet been
determined, Those members of this House
whe took part in the Parliamentary trip ar-
ranged by the Premier o few weoceks ago had
an opportunity of sceing o good deal of the
comntry that will e served by this line, and
I have no doubt whatever that all those mem-
hers, at all events, will support the Bill,
The gross area to he served by the line will
be 640,000 acres: of that, 126,000 have bean
leased under CP. conditions, and 238,000
acres are vacant surveyed land, TI'rom the
available classifieation of the vacant sur-
veyed land, if is gathered that there is in
that 238,000 acres 131,000 acres of first ¢lass
land, 35,000 acres second class land, and
65,000 aecrves third elass land. Of the area
already leased a small portion, about 18,0600
acres, have been forfeited and is in the
hands of the Agricultural Bank. The owners
of that land at the time of the drought went
away to the war, and there being no railway
communieation accounted for the fact that
the proposition was not as attraetive as it
might have been, The approximate length
of the line from Beneubbin to the point of
junction will probably be abont 53 miles,
and the cost of construction of the whole dis-
tanee will be abont £189,000. That includes,
in addition to ¢onstruetion, rails and fasten-
ings and the cost of water supply for the
whole length, The Bill, of course only pro-
vides for an extension of about 25 miley.

Hon. . Stewart: What will bhe the esti-
mated cost of that?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The estimated total cost ia £189,000, and 1
take it the cost of comstructing 25 miles will
be something less than half that total. The
rainfall of the eountry to be served by this
line appears to be suffieient for wheat grow-
ing, At Mangowine the rainfall over 30 years
has averaged 12.48 inches; at Stoneham’s
farm, on the rabbit proof fence. to the east
of Lake Brown, it averaged 12.45 inches aver
eight years; at Dumsday’s, near Talgomine,
14.66 inchea over five years, and np to 56
miles north of Buracoppim, on the rabbit-
proof fence, 12.05 inches over 10 years. The
construction of this line will make available
a good deal of wheat-growing land for setile-
ment by returned soldiers, and there is no
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doubt that when thé ling is construected,
blacks will be quickly epplied for and occu-
pied. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN  (Metropolitan)
[10.38]: I have much pleasure in supporting
the second reading of the Bill. I know the
country well; it is fair wheat-growing land.
A report from a farm some 14 miles south
of where the ling will run came to hang to-
day, and the owners of the property advised
that the crops, as far as they had gone, had
yielded eight bacra to the acre. The land
through which the proposed raﬂway will run
is similar, and the rainfall statistics, which
have been aceurately kept, show that the aver-
age, apread over 11 years, has been 14 inches.
Of course in the drovght year only three
inches fell, which had the eifect of somewhat
reducing the average. The crops in the dis-
triet this year are very good, ond with reason-
able rainfall they may be expected to con-
tinue satisfactory.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete,
Bill passed through Committee without de-

hate, reported without omendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time, and passed.

BILL—WICKEPIN RACECOURSE.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION {Hon.
H. P. Colebateh—East) [10.43] in moving the
sccond reading said: The object of this Bill
is to permit the Wickepin Race Club to dis-
pose of their present racecourse on Wiekepin
agrieultural lot 3821, containing some 106
neres on Reserve 13036, and to expend the
money raised by that sale in the purchase of
another property, adjoining the town of
Wickepin, for a racecourse. Races have been
held at Wickepin, I believe, for many years
past; and the existing racecourse was estab-
lished a Iong time before there was any
railway to the district. When the railway
went to the present town of Wickepir, it
established a centre there which is some seven
miles distant from the present racecourse
site, The Wickepin people have continued to
hold their Taces at this distant place, but of
course it is very inconvenient and unsuitable
for the purpose. The present intention is to
sell the old site, and invest the money in 2
new gite in the district, The Wickepin resi-
dents have asked the Government to permit
them to sell the present site. Without a Bill
of this kind it is impossible to effect a sale,
the land being a reserve for the purpose.
The objeet of this measure, therefore, is to
permit the Wickepin people to establish a
racecourse on a site adjoining the town and
handy for the purpose. T move—

That the Bill be now read & second time.
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Question put and passed.
Bill read a2 second time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reperted without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read n third time, and passed.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatech—East) [10,46]: In accord-
ance with the intimation I gave earlier in
the cvening, I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 3 o’cloek to-morrow aftermoon.

Question put and passed.

House adjouwrned at 10.47 p.m.

Tegislative Tssembly,

Thursday, 4th December, 1919,

. Pagh
Questions : Pulioe Department—1, Methods at
Bleton ; 2, Minimum rates of pa 1888
Sewernge ; city tenements not connec 1088
Potato shorbage ... 1086

Motion: State Children Depm'tment avidence of

select committee 1087
Bills : Traflic, Governor's n.mendment. 1905
Zr.mlogicai Gardens Act Amendment, IR, 1087
Public Education Acts Amendment, 3R. 1087
Land Act Amendment, 2n., Com., ete, 1987
Electora! Ameadment, retutned - 1008
Carnarvon Electric nght. and Power, returned 1008
Northampton Mechanics’ Institate, returned ... 1908
Roads Closure, returned ... 1008
Prices Regulation, Councll’s Meusage 1908
Presbyterian Church Act Amendment, 2R., efc. 1006
Municlpsl Corporatlons Act Amendment,
Council's Message 1609
Induatries Aaslstance Act Amendment., Couneti’s
Message 2000
Industries Assistance Act Amendment, Councll'a
Amendments 2000
Discharged Soldlers* Bebt.lement Act” Amend-
ment, returned 2000
Publlc Education Acts Amendment, Cou.ncu's
Message 2000
Motion ; Orders dlscharged 2000
The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.80

p.m. and read prayers,

BILL—TRAFFIC.
The Governor’s Amendment.
The SPTAKER: T have received the

following Message from His Excellency the
Governor—

His Excellency the Governor deaires
an amendment to be made in the Traffie



